LEICESTER DESIGNATED FAMILY CENTRE

Guidance on the filing of documents in public law Children Act proceedings
1. In recent years the volume of papers generated by applications for care orders has increased substantially.  It is not unusual for hearing bundles to run to several lever-arch files. One of the intended consequences of the pilot PLO is a reduction in the volume of papers.

2. It is the President’s intention to revise FPR 2010 PD12A (the bundles Practice Direction). It is also his intention to give guidance on the documents which must be filed at court. This local guidance on the filing of documents in public law cases is given following the President’s recent visit to Leicester and in anticipation of the guidance he is expected to give.
3. The pilot Practice Direction 12A requires that the following Annex Documents must be filed when issuing an application form C110A: 
(i) social work chronology; 
(ii) initial social work statement and) genogram; 
(iii) the current assessments relating to the child and/or the family and friends of the child to which the Social Work Statement refers and on which the LA relies; 
(iv) threshold statement;  
(v) Care Plan; 
(vi) Allocation Proposal Form; and 
(vii) index of checklist documents. Note that it is not necessary to file any of the checklist documents. 
4. Additionally, pilot PD 12A also requires that by 11a.m. on the working day before the CMH and/or FCMH the local authority advocate must file with the court a draft Case Management Order in the prescribed form.
5. With effect from 1st November 2013 the only additional documents which should be filed in any public law case are:

(i) any subsequent application (e.g. an application for permission to instruct an expert pursuant to FPR 2010 Part 25) and any papers which support that application (e.g. an expert’s c.v.);
(ii) in advance of each hearing, a case summary and a hearing bundle complying with the provisions of PD27A; 
(iii) any other documents the filing of which the court may have ordered; and

(iv) all reports prepared by the Children’s Guardian.
6. Documents filed pursuant to paragraphs 3 and 4 above may, as now, be filed electronically. Any document which is required to be filed pursuant to paragraph 5 above must be filed as a hard copy.

7. From 1st November the court will not accept for filing the following categories of document: 
(i) witness statements;

(ii) medical or other expert reports;

(iii) medical/hospital records;
(iv) the results of alcohol, drug or DNA testing; 
(v) material disclosed by the police;
(vi) historic local authority Children’s Services records;

(vii) contact records. 

Any such documents lodged with the court will be returned immediately to the party lodging them.
8. With respect to any document filed in accordance with this guidance that document must be accompanied by a covering letter stating clearly the name of the case, the court reference number and the date of the next hearing. The letter should describe the document(s) being filed. Each document filed must be clearly identifiable as relating to a named case.
9. Orders will continue to direct, as appropriate, that such documents must be served. Upon serving a document in compliance with an order made by the court the party serving that document must within 2 working days confirm to the court by e-mail that that document has been served as directed. If the document is being served by e-mail then copying the court into that e-mail will be accepted as adequate compliance with this requirement. 

10. The effect of this guidance is that the hearing bundle assumes even greater importance. It must contain the documents required by PD27A. Save where time does not permit, reasonable steps should be taken to try to agree an index for the hearing bundle. 

11. All statements and reports contained in a hearing bundle MUST BE SIGNED AND DATED.
His Honour Judge Clifford Bellamy

Designated Family Judge for Leicester                                                          1st November 2013
